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EMU URDC 2026 Vision Statement
Public Space and Social Resilience

For the 2026 academic year, the Urban Research and
Development  Center (URDC) at  Eastern
Mediterranean University adopts “Public Space and
Social Resilience” as its overarching theme, reflecting
the Center’s commitment to advancing inclusive,
sustainable, and socially responsive urban
environments. This theme builds upon URDC’s long-
standing engagement with public space, urban design,
and sustainability, while responding directly to the
spatial, social, and environmental challenges facing
Northern Cyprus and the wider Eastern Mediterranean
region.

Public spaces—such as streets, squares, parks,
waterfronts, heritage areas, and campuses—play a
fundamental role in shaping everyday urban life.
Beyond their physical form, these spaces function as
critical arenas for social interaction, cultural
expression, care, and collective identity. In contexts
marked by climatic stress, socio-economic inequality,
governance challenges, and prolonged uncertainty, the
quality and accessibility of public space become
central to a city’s capacity to sustain social cohesion
and adaptability. URDC’s 2026 vision positions public
space as a key driver of social resilience, understood
not only as the ability to withstand shocks, but as the
long-term capacity of communities to maintain
inclusive public life, social ties, and shared values.

The theme emphasizes the relationship between
everyday practices and resilience, recognizing
ordinary spaces and daily routines as essential sources
of urban knowledge and social strength. By focusing
on lived experience, URDC aims to foreground the
voices and needs of diverse user groups, including
women, youth, older adults, and marginalized
communities, whose interactions with public space are
often overlooked in conventional planning and design
processes. Particular attention is given to historic,
small-scale, and transitional urban contexts, which
characterize much of Northern Cyprus and offer
valuable insights for global urban discourse.

In 2026, URDC will advance this vision through
interdisciplinary research, community outreach, living
laboratories, public space audits, workshops,
exhibitions, and international collaborations. These
activities will integrate climate-responsive design,
gender-sensitive  and  inclusive  approaches,
participatory  methods, and  heritage-aware
strategies, contributing to more equitable, adaptive,
and livable urban environments. The theme aligns
closely with the United Nations Sustainable
Development Goals—especially SDGs 11, 5, 10, 13,
and 17—and reinforces EMU’s role as an engaged
academic institution addressing societal and
environmental challenges through research, education,
and outreach.

Through the theme Public Space and Social
Resilience, URDC reaffirms its mission to generate
locally grounded and internationally relevant
knowledge, positioning public space as a foundational
element of resilient cities and communities.

Key Words and Thematic Areas for URDC 2026
e  Public Space and Public Life
e Social Resilience and Community Well-
being

e Everyday Urbanism and Lived Experience

e Inclusive and Gender-Responsive Design

e  Accessibility and Universal Design

e Climate-Responsive Public Spaces

e  Urban Commons and Collective Use

e Heritage, Memory, and Identity in Public
Space

e Participation, Co-creation, and Civic
Engagement

e Small Cities and Non-Metropolitan Urban
Contexts

e Campus—City Relations and Living
Laboratories

e Sustainable Development Goals and Urban
Policy
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DAU KENT-AG 2026 Vizyon Bildirimi
Kamusal Alan ve Toplumsal Dayaniklilik

Dogu Akdeniz Universitesi Kentsel Arastirma ve
Gelistirme Merkezi (DAU KENT-AG), 2026
akademik yili i¢in “Kamusal Alan ve Toplumsal
Dayamkhhk”  temasmi, ¢ati tema  olarak
benimsemektedir. Bu tema, Merkezin kapsayici,
stirdiiriilebilir ve toplumsal acgidan duyarli kentsel
cevrelerin  gelistirilmesine  yonelik  kararliligim
yansitmakta; aynt zamanda Kuzey Kibris ve daha
genis Dogu Akdeniz bolgesinin karsi karsiya oldugu
mekansal, toplumsal ve ¢evresel sorunlara dogrudan
yanit vermektedir. Tema, URDC’nin kamusal alan,
kentsel tasarim ve siirdiiriilebilirlik alanlarindaki uzun
soluklu birikimi iizerine insa edilmektedir.

Sokaklar, meydanlar, parklar, kiy1 alanlari, miras
alanlar1 ve kampiisler gibi kamusal alanlar, giindelik
kentsel yasamin bigimlenmesinde temel bir rol
oynamaktadir. Fiziksel niteliklerinin Otesinde, bu
mekanlar; sosyal etkilesim, kiiltiirel ifade, bakim ve
kolektif kimligin iiretildigi kritik alanlar olarak islev
gormektedir.  Iklim  baskisi,  sosyoekonomik
esitsizlikler, yOnetisim sorunlart ve uzun siireli
belirsizliklerle tanimlanan baglamlarda, kamusal
alanlarin niteligi ve erisilebilirligi, kentlerin toplumsal
uyumu ve uyum saglama kapasitesini stirdiirmesinde
belirleyici olmaktadir. DAU KENT-AG’nin 2026
vizyonu, kamusal alani; yalmzca soklara kars
dayanma kapasitesi olarak degil, topluluklarin
kapsayici kamusal yasami, sosyal baglari ve ortak
degerleri uzun vadede siirdiirebilme giicii olarak
tanimlanan toplumsal dayanikliligin temel bir itici
unsuru olarak ele almaktadir.

Bu tema, giindelik pratikler ile dayaniklilik arasindaki
iliskiye vurgu yapmakta; siradan mekanlar1 ve giinliik
rutinleri kentsel bilgi ve toplumsal giiclin temel
kaynaklar1 olarak kabul etmektedir. Yasanmis
deneyime odaklanan URDC, kadinlar, gengler, yaslilar
ve dezavantajli gruplar basta olmak {izere farklh
kullanici gruplarinin seslerini ve ihtiyaglarini goriiniir
kilmay1 amaclamaktadir. Geleneksel planlama ve
tasarim siireclerinde siklikla gbéz ardi edilen bu
gruplarin kamusal alanla kurdugu iliskiler, ¢alismanin
merkezinde yer almaktadir. Ozellikle Kuzey Kibris’ta
yaygin olan tarihi, kiiglik 6l¢ekli ve gecis halindeki

kentsel baglamlara 6zel bir 6nem atfedilmekte; bu
baglamlarin kiiresel kentsel tartigmalara degerli
katkilar sundugu kabul edilmektedir.

2026 yilnda DAU KENT-AG, bu vizyonu
disiplinleraras1  aragtirmalar, toplumsal etkilesim
caligmalari, yasayan laboratuvarlar, kamusal alan
degerlendirmeleri, atolyeler, sergiler ve uluslararasi is
birlikleri araciligiyla hayata gecirecektir. Bu
faaliyetler, iklime duyarl1 tasarim, toplumsal cinsiyete
duyarli ve kapsayici yaklagimlar, katilimc1 yontemler
ve miras odakl stratejileri biitiinlestirerek daha adil,
uyarlanabilir ve yasanabilir kentsel c¢evrelerin
gelistirilmesine katki sunacaktir. Tema, Birlesmis
Milletler Siirdiiriilebilir Kalkinma Amaglar1 (6zellikle
SKA 11, 5, 10, 13 ve 17) ile gii¢lii bir uyum i¢indedir
ve DAU’niin aragtirma, egitim ve toplumsal katki
yoluyla toplumsal ve c¢evresel sorunlara yanit veren
etkin bir akademik kurum olma roliini
pekistirmektedir.

Kamusal Alan ve Toplumsal Dayamkhhk temas:
aracihgryla DAU KENT-AG, yerel baglama dayali ve
uluslararas1 6lgekte anlamli bilgi iiretme misyonunu
yeniden teyit etmekte; kamusal alani, dayanikli
kentlerin ve topluluklarin temel yap1 tasi olarak
konumlandirmaktadir.

DAU KENT-AG 2026 i¢in Anahtar Kelimeler ve
Tematik Alt Alanlar
e Kamusal Alan ve Kamusal Yasam
e  Toplumsal Dayaniklilik ve Topluluk Refahi
e Giindelik Kentsel Pratikler ve Yaganmis
Deneyim
e Kapsayict ve Toplumsal Cinsiyete Duyarli
Tasarim
Erisilebilirlik ve Evrensel Tasarim
Iklime Duyarli Kamusal Alanlar
Kentsel Ortak Alanlar ve Kolektif Kullanim
Kamusal Alanda Miras, Bellek ve Kimlik
Katilim, Ortak Uretim ve Yurttaslik
Kiiciik Kentler ve Metropol Dis1 Kentsel
Baglamlar
e Kampiis—-Kent Iliskileri ve Yasayan
Laboratuvarlar

e  Siirdiiriilebilir Kalkinma Amaglari ve Kentsel
Politika



